
 

 

Students who have taken Spanish, French, and Latin in the past should make a plan to 
participate in SJA’s World Language placement testing. We encourage EVERYONE with 
significant world language experience to take a placement test. This diagnostic test will 
help SJA World Language faculty determine the best level for you to start your language 
studies as a freshman. It may be difficult to test into level 2 of any language as a freshman. 
Most students who test into Spanish 2 or French 2, for example, come from grade schools 
with comprehensive world language programs.  

 
 

During the Class of 2027 Freshman Welcome Night, you will be asked to indicate your 
language preferences with your course registration paperwork. We do our best to place 
students in their first choice, but please note there is no guarantee that everyone will be 
able to study their first-choice language as a freshman.  

If you have questions, you may contact the World Language department chair Leigh 
LaMonica at llamonica@sja1840.org. 

For students with a  diagnosed learning disability, especially in the area of auditory 
processing or language impairment, SJA’s Learning Specialist, Kathryn DePung, is 
available for questions and advice regarding world language selection.  

You may reach her at 314-394-4314 or e-mail: kdepung@stjosephacademy.org. 
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A Minimum of two consecutive years of the same language are required, but all World Language 
teachers recommend four years for maximum language proficiency and college applications. 

On the rare occasion that this happens, you will likely be placed into your second choice 
language. Students usually end up thriving in their second-choice language and are excited to 
continue studying beyond freshman year. Some students even choose to build up their college 
resume by adding their first-choice language as an elective later on! Academic Counselors and 
World Language teachers will walk you through all of these details if this does end up 
happening. 

Yes! If there is room in your schedule, two languages are 
encouraged. Most students do not have room in their 
schedules to choose electives until sophomore year or 
later. 

Each language has an honors society where students have the opportunity to do outside 
activities to enhance their learning of the language. There are certain requirements for each 
honors society that students must meet in order to receive recognition at graduation. Students 
who meet these requirements will receive an honors cord to wear at graduation. 

Our World Language teachers independently partner with several educational travel companies 
to offer trips that are not school sponsored. Not all students at SJA participate in these outside 
opportunities. Most students who have the means to participate in these trips do so after their 
sophomore year. 
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french 
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LATIN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Why Learn Latin   Latin Advantage 
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mandarin chinese 

 

中文 

汉语 

普通话 

圣约瑟夫学院欢迎你！ 
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SPANISH 
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